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MBCA - Central Illinois Section
Thank You,
Loyal Members
For a list of our loyal members who have
recently renewed their membership, see
Page 9.
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About the Section!
Who We Are & What
We Do:
The Central Illinois Section has
mainly been a social group enjoying technical
sessions, driving events, theater and dinner events.
New leadership brings new interests - and the
current Leadership Team, made up of a dedicated
group of Section Officers and Board Members are
introducing the Section to local car shows as well as
Regional and National MBCA events.
The Mercedes Benz brand is well represented in our
Section, from vintage through current year models.
And since this is a “car club” the lineup of events
planned for this year has a heavy emphasis on events
centered on the Mercedes automobile.
Most of our events are at locations in close proximity
to membership concentration. And all offer a great
opportunity to meet other Section members. A great
group of people! Log onto http://www.mbca.org/ for
updates on upcoming and past Section events.

From the Desk of the CIS President:

Welcome to 2016! The weather is still cold and wet, but we, the MBCA Central Illinois Section, are looking
forward to the arrival of spring and summer. And we have almost made it. Spring is right around the
corner. It is time to start thinking about this year’s MBCA Central Illinois Section activities. The 2016 events
calendar is included with this newsletter. We have many quality events planned for 2016 so I thought I
would provide some background on this year’s events.
Right out of the gate you will see a new original event for 2016. Save the date, May
14th, for the 1st annual European Car Show at Grossinger Motors in Normal. Formally
Suds, the Central Illinois Section has partnered with Grossinger’s to host this event.
No registration fees, no judging, just an opportunity to come out and visit with not
only other section members but other European car owners. This is the first event done jointly with CIS
and we both hope the turnout warrants this becoming an annual event. It will make a great start to the
automotive enthusiast’s season.
June finds us attending the Peoria German American Society’s Sommerfest
at their festival grounds, Hickory Grove, in Dunlap Illinois. Purchased in the
early 1930’s by the German American Society, entering the park is like
stepping into a German Bier Garten. It features a stage, dance floor, playground equipment, bar and modern restrooms. It is not unusual to see
club members wearing authentic lederhosen and dirndls. Polka music will
be plentiful as well as German food and beer. And display of German cars
on the grounds. Sommerfest is a traditional German summer festival and
stems from everyone stopping to take a break from the hard work of the
summer, if only for an afternoon or evening.
July’s event is the Artisan and Wine Festival at the Mackinaw Winery, Mackinaw,
Illinois. The winery is located on 86 acres and has 15 acres of grapes and many
outdoor deck areas and paths to take a stroll. Situated on a glacial moraine this
natural high spot has an amazing 30 mile view from the tasting room of the valley and farms below. Local artisans showcase their talents and sell their art at
this free event. Specialties include oil and water color paintings, wood, jewelry, metal work, ceramics and
glass. There is food, wine tasting and a car show on the grounds. This is a repeat event for the MBCA –
Central Illinois Section has been well received in the past.
August finds us back at Hickory Grove for the German American Society’s Bratfest. An Oktoberfest-style party featuring copious amounts of traditional German food like bratwurst, potato salad and sauerkraut will be on the menu as
well as beer. This event includes an all make car show on the festival grounds
so we have invited local car clubs to join us for a cruise from Bloomington for
this event. I am hoping for a large turnout.

September finds us at the David Davis mansion in Bloomington for a cruise-in. The David Davis mansion is a beautifully restored, nineteenth-century estate that tells the story of Judge David Davis, whose influence on Abraham Lincoln's legal and political career
was crucial to President Lincoln's success, and Sarah Davis, whose influence on her husband shaped his political career and their lives. Inside the Mansion, visitors will find a
remarkable collection of mid-nineteenth-century decorative arts and technological
conveniences, illustrating the life of a prosperous Victorian family. Outside, the garden
features an unusual amount of original plant material, as well as the same design,
pathways, and beds that Sarah Davis first gazed upon when the garden was created in
1872. It was a world where Mr. Lincoln moved comfortably, and the Davis Mansion is one of the best places to hear that part of the Lincoln story. This is a popular car show hosted by the Community Car Club of
Bloomington. Our annual membership meeting with elections will also be in the month of September.
October has two great events planned; German American Society’s Schlachtfest at
Hickory Grove and the Euro Classic Car Show hosted by Sam Lehman BMW of
Bloomington. Schlachtfest celebrates the end of the summer season and that the
preparations for winter have been made. Traditionally this means that the crops
have been harvested, the animals have been butchered and beer has been brewed
for the winter months. There will be food, drink and a roaring bonfire to take the
chill out of the air and a German car show on the festival grounds. Lehman’s Euro
Classic Car Show is a popular show and because of the impeding cold weather typically closes out the automotive enthusiasts show season. Click here to see our section member and former
section president Larry Philyaw at last year’s event.
Two events, the Fall Colors Rally in November and the Section Holiday Party in December, are still tentative because planning has not been completed. Watch for announcements when dates for these events
are firmed up.
These are the Central Illinois Section’s “planned” events for 2016. There are many more “ad hock” events
that will be announced throughout the summer. Watch the Coming Events section on our Central Illinois
Section website and your email inbox for announcements.
I look forward to seeing old friends and meeting some new section members at one or all of our events in
the coming year. And if any of you would like to help with an event or host an event we are always looking
for volunteers. Contact me. Check out the new MBCA website www.mbca.org and watch our Central Illinois Section website www.centralillinois.mbca.org for the most current Section event information.
John Lewellen – President Central Illinois Section

MBCA - Central Illinois Section
2016 Calendar of Events

May
European Car Show – Saturday 14th
Hosted by Grossinger Motors (Mercedes Benz Dealer) Normal, Illinois

June
Sommerfest and German Car Show at German/American Society of Peoria – Sunday 5th
Hosted by Mike Buoscio

July
Mackinaw Art & Wine Festival – Sunday 17th
Hosted by John Lewellen/Mike Buoscio

August
Bratfest and All Makes Car Show at German/American Society of Peoria – Sunday 7th
Hosted by John Lewellen

September
Cruise-in at the David Davis Mansion, Bloomington, Illinois – Saturday 10th
Hosted by John Lewellen

Annual Membership Meeting – Thursday 29th
Hosted by John Lewellen/Scott Philyaw

October
Schlachtfest and German Car Show at German/American Society of Peoria – Sunday 2nd
Hosted by Larry Philyaw

Euro Classic Car Show – TBD (Typically third Saturday)
Hosted by Sam Lehman BMW Bloomington

November
Fall Colors Rally - TBD

December
Holiday Party – TBD
For more specific information and times visit Coming Events on our website.

Amelia Concours d’Elegance 2016
Central Illinois Section member Jon Cecil was in
Florida for the winter and stopped by the Amelia
Concours d’Elegance at the Ritz-Carlton in Amelia Island and sent these pictures. An automobile charitable event held every year; it is the “beauty pageant for rare and elegant automobiles”, and considered one of the premier Concours in the world.

Thanks Jon for the pictures.

2016 National Election
Mercedes-Benz Club of America has announced that they will conduct a National Election this year
to select four Directors at Large and six Regional Directors. The Directors at Large whose terms
expire in 2016 are:


Cliff Reyle



William Hopper



Josie Lesler and



Frank Cozza

Regional Directors in the six even-numbered Regions will also be elected this year. Affected regions
include:


Mid-Atlantic Region (2)



South Central Region (4)



Southwest Region (6)



Great Lakes Region (8)



Southeast Region (10)



and the Eastern Region (12)

Active members interested in running for office are encouraged to go online for information and
petition forms:
1) Go to www.mbca.org;
2) Click the ‘Login’ button at the top right corner of the home page and follow the log-in
instructions;
3) Click on the navigation tab titled “Community” then click on the drop down titled “MBCA
Resources.” The printable petition forms are under the “Election” section. Completed
nomination petitions are due at the NBO by May 16, 2016.
If you need assistance, please call the NBO at 800.637.2360, 8am-4:30pm MT (M-Th) and 8am-4pm
MT (F). The deadline for submitting valid petitions is close of business Monday, May 16, 2016.
This year will be the first year for on-line voting. Please make sure your email address is current and
update if necessary with the club! The new streamlined on-line voting will save the club printing and
postage costs by not needing to send out paper ballots. So please call or email us with your new or
corrected email address.
Steve Ross
2016 Election Committee Chair

MBCA Members Receive
$500 Off the Purchase of a
New Airstream!
All current MBCA Members are
eligible to receive a $500 discount on the price of a new Airstream Interstate® or Airstream
Autobahn® luxury touring van.
These state-of-the-art vehicles
are both built on the awardwinning Mercedes-Benz Sprinter chassis. These vehicles offer
exquisite exterior styling, all the
amenities and comforts of
home and are guaranteed to
turn heads while you travel in
style.
More information about the
Airstream discount is available
on the Member Benefits page
of the MBCA website. More information about the Airstream
Interstate® and Autobahn® is
available on the Airstream website.

Buy A Gift
Membership

Willkommen New Members
Lois Haage, Ottawa, Illinois
Roger Harlan, Pekin, Illinois
Jeanette Paul, Springfield, Illinois
Barb Walker-Replogle, Normal, Illinois

Mercedes-Benz Ownership
Isn't Complete Without a
Membership to the Club.
Surprise a Friend or Family
Member ...

MBCA NATIONAL EVENTS
August 3-6, 2016 - StarFest 2016 hosted by MBCA - Minuteman Section

CONTACTS

Treasurer:
John Haverhals - 309-674-3708
jshaverhals@yahoo.com
Secretary:
Bernice Haverhals - 309-674-3708
bhaverhals@yahoo.com

Go to: http://www.mbca.org

What would you like to do with your “Benz”
friends in 2016?

President:
John Lewellen - 309-831-5648
SLDriver@outlook.com
Vice-President:
Scott Philyaw - 815-375-6004

from $55 a Year

Contact a Board Member and let them know.

CENTRAL ILLINOIS COMING EVENTS
May
th

May 14 - European Car Show, Grossinger Motors
Normal 11am to 3pm Food and door prizes

June
th

June 12 - Sommerfest and German Car Show, noon to 8pm
depart Autohaus of Peoria 11:30am

July

Board of Directors:
th

Alan Moore – 309 657-7440
Mike Buoscio – 309 453-5561
Larry Philyaw - 815-844-6400, 815-2749560
Newsletter:
John Lewellen -309-831-5648
SLDriver@outlook.com
Membership:
-Vacant-

July 17 - Mackinaw Arts & Wine Festival, 12 noon -4pm
2 Meeting/departure points – Autohaus of Peoria
at 11am and Grossinger Motors at 10:45am
Watch our website http://centralillinois.mbca.org/ for the
latest Section news and updates for these and many more
events.

